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Confronting Impunity: Zimbabwean Civil Society in
Scarch for True Justice

Frasmuy Masitera »
Zimbabwe's present political arrangement is an intelleeually inferesting and
challenging area to study. Interesting is the fact thal twor
political parties have come together; furthermore a piece
agreement 1o be used in governing Zimbabwe has been proposed hy ZANU
PF, agreed to by the MIDC and sanctioned by a few Africun
one hand there is a deliberate attempt by a few former powerlil 71
to hang on to power and on the other a group of people inferested in
revitalizing the country. The few unpopular individuals interested i i
to power formulated the way forward for the coalition pove
parties arc to work together in an economically bankrupt Zin Wiy
had spoken during the 29th March election, if this had been listened to then
social justice and the common good would have been respected.

With the deepening Zimbabwean political and economic crisis it rem to he
seen if the landmark memorandum of undetstanding on 15 Seplember 200%
will be of any help. Among other agreed upon expectations were {he
formulation of an inclusive government, establishment of tule of law and
lifting of travel sanctions imposed on some¢ ZANU PF officials, However
what was mind-boggling was the fact that issues that deal with compensation,
restitution, and accountability were overlooked. Reasons for the omission are
nneertain and may never be known. For information's sake a lot of humun
11phts abuses have occurred in Zimbabwe from as early as the 1980s up o the
tan-up to the July 2008 rerun presidential election. The run-up per
wilnessed uncontrolled violence lashed out against any supporicr of
opposition party (MDC-T). The execution of violence, murder,

ik tion of property, and torture were meant to weaken and demonalise the
o m. With all this at hand the political figures or negotiators deculed (o
svetlook the mentioned key issues. Unceasing efforts have heen mude hy

thun interested in and who defend Human Rights arguing t 1possibile
nue withan inclusive government while overlooking, (he abusys

he paper acknowledges that there is need for a reconcilintion provess iy
mhabwe, However questions remain —how is the process o be done? A

vui leeturer at Arrupe College from Zimbabwe.
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Confrenting Impunity in Zimbabwe
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Incouraging Lmpunity
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and absence of protection fron a varrests (e Articles 3, 9 and 18 of The
Universal Declaration of Human | ). Oppasition leaders and supporters
alike have been subjected to humilinting, treatient unlawiul arrests.
Furthermore, no clear explanation has been forwarded 1o 1 arrests and
detention of the opposition except thal they are held as suspeets. Also
worrying is the clundestine indoctrination eman ting from the monopolized
broadcasts of Zimbabwe Broadcasting Holdings which is i i i
propaganda instrument of ZANU PE’ In addition scrious restietve media
regulations have been put in place through AIPPA and POSA.
responsible for such activities are not held accountuble and |
unwillingness to be accountable and answerable —this is sern

supporting impunity. Such acts are dehumanising and deplorable (Fnple:
2005).

Surprisingly there has been a lot of talk about the media toning, down its
aggressive language towards the 'opposition’ in this case MD(',
also alluded to this as a way of achieving 'national reconcilintion. ()

wonders whether simply toning down language will bring true reconciliation.
Change of media language is not enough to ensure true reconciliation,
although it maybe necessary in levelling the political-discussion field 1 merc
means o an end. More needs to be done, by letting offenders go scot-lree,
thete is no deterrent for future impunity, and as a result it will not be
if such acts continue. Restin
Ling

asurp
g forgiveness and reconciliation upon media
uage is surely not enough. Imagine, some of the victims of torture, and
ts abuse watching those who committed njustice going scot-free with no
word of regret or shame for their activities! How would one feel knowing very
well that so and so murdered so and so or that he/she was responsible for (he

ng down of Mr and Mrs X's house? And that same person goes free
without even acknowledging the offences committed! This only b
beelmgs of revenge, resentment and anger persist and surely cannol he ¢
by Ined toned down media language.

e

Civli Society

What does civil society say and have to do concerning the Human Raghis

nd understand tenms
o1 [or (he discussion to make sense. There is no one definiton, the

finiton is contested. For the paper, the term Civil Soeicly refiers (o the
Jpinii~ntions that are not part of the government, in other words these ine (he
pizalions that offer civilians a space for deliberations, When ord

A Al oirnal, May 2009
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whis sl Tead the process? Tn light of the questions, the article suggest a 5
posshle abernative for dealing with the reconciliation and healing process

mitch necded in Zimbabwe.

Ineouraging lmpunity

The perpetual unleashing of violence comes not as a surprise on the part of
7/ ANU PF. Additionally, itis important to realize that fhe words compensation,
restitution or accountability do not exist in the language of ZANU PF. History
reflects this. In 1980 the new president of the new state of Zimbabwe, R. G-
Mugabe, said that Zimbabweans whether black, white, or yellow should forget
about the past and henceforth look at the new Zimbabwe and its forth-coming
challenges. Tn other words his argument was that people should forget about
what occurred during the bioody liberation struggle —the murders, rapes,
destructions and other abuses of the masscs. The abuses came from both the
guerrillas (freedom fighters) and the Rhodesian army (CCJIP: 1988, 23).
People listened and tried to continue as ifnothing has and had happened during

the war!

The same kind of behaviour, of acting and thinking as if nothing has happened
is what the new pact promotes as well. The aim therefore was to overlook the
violations that ZANU PF orchestrated upon the poor and defenceless
Zimbabweans. The language that was audible during the pact ceremonics wis
'forgive and forget.’ This may sound like deeply Christian language yethistory
will not forgive Human Rights aciivists for allowing this kind of carry-on ta
continue. Colonial abuses were swept under the carpet, the liberation wiif
violations went unaccounted for, in the 1980s Gukurahundi' occurred -thg
government looked aside, and Goboraizvigutswa’ also came in 1982 nothing
was done afterwards in respect to reconciliation and accountability. TH
chaotic land reform which began around the turn of the millennium resulied
a legal and land crisis {Daka: 2006, 222). More recently nothing has beei o
about the post March 29 election violence, What of today's economic sullerig
that ZANU has caused, and of the fuiure abuses? Will they all go v
Besides this, what evidence is there to show that violations will nol oceld
will people know if perpetrators will not repeat the 8
o perpetrators go scot-free —surely, this is encouri
punity leads to anger, dejection and resentment ol the ulsg

future and how
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ieti to support the
arbiteation.” The difficulty is that .Pos:\ .EOmammmwﬂwwww HWHM@M&W@ mmowmw& the
iti TS s ]
-yt system get recognition. major I ant . ot thay the
et . ::__.:.frm,fﬁ wm waggvéo is highly unjust and despises nﬁﬁ&&ww%@ﬁﬂ velyes
E..: those which may be of help to it. Now the task of %_.S mME_mm
.._(:J_F_Z wmmzﬁzocimv_o though they continue to pursue their ag :

Solution From the Civil Society

iety” (Zawi:
i iar tween state and society” (
ivi iety “acts as an Eﬁn:n&u_.% be 1 st i
meﬂ%wom_vnﬁw: EME of this the civil society oﬁmﬁmm.ﬁ:_uuzm mﬂoﬁw_wwmﬁwﬁwwm e
- Rights. The aim being ¢
¥ t that respects Human being A e
moﬁwﬂ_%%mmuﬂz of the rule of the people by the people m_ﬁ“ﬁ HM wﬂwwmw_o WO e who
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_HM_EM long run true checks and balances will be amﬁﬂ_._wr@%_ﬁocm%&_m e
p ili res sible authorities. 4
ountability of the responst ] rale oftan
md%nwwwﬂwmmmm for activities will also be realised thus accountability
re!

possibly prosecution for the abusers.

i isingasa
Civil societies are also clamouring for truth F,:E_m ﬂzm sommwﬂ%%%wvww o mm_ o
uc justice. It is necessary that peop
hieving truc justice. It is neee ! S A
MW&MM&Mo?E :mw.,\ committed and be mo_._o:m_u\ %Mﬂ\ﬂomwmuo“w Mﬂmwﬂ e mm
i a pers
i - forgiveness. It is easy to forgive e
mmw_:mMM Howwmow,.& society provides the much needed stage for tru
adama . clety pro
reconciliation without intimidation.

“forgi haps best be seen as a wiy d§
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i i resentment, non- i

okl ma&ﬂ% ’Mmﬂnﬂ WMoMmMMM %M the cﬁosm-gwﬂ to come in mrw... e .,.
r% s.am.%w mﬁmﬁﬂo all the evil he has done Am@o_om_mo or ask for forpivef

_wuw mewm Mw\u Iic or she solicits pardon from those injured.

i trator of violence impl
egoing for pardon, the perpe implof
HMWMMWM Mw womnmmm@ and in a way tries to forge a cmﬂoa way __ Ui R__.u:
: 1 -3 ‘» 215
Wozomﬁ confession invites truc forgiveness and a:%v Moi,wzx
resentment that the injured person may have. Inversely

Chiedza, Arrupe Collee

van he done through a commission of eng
fmediate and oversee the whole activity

The commission should by and large be neutral as
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forgiveness. Murphy ef al nicely  sayy

’ “overcomefs] ... anger and hatred thatare nag
who has done one an unjustified and non-c
1990, 15). In Zimbabwe there is serious
forgiveness. We do not need a public media
of the past. This seems a cosmetic
necessary for state rehabilitation,

ouph forgiveness one
Uty directed towards aperson
xeused moral injury™ (Murphy:
need for hoth: sych apology and
that chooses to nore the abuses
approach 1o i perlinent issue that is

Why is it important to ask for forgiveness and to forgive? B
important reason is that through forgiveness both perpets

the injured obtain relief of conscience. There is a sense in
forgiveness free both consciences (Smedes: 1984, 126-127), Whitever iy
have weighed on a person's conscience be it that he or she has done something,
evilorhe or she was on the receiving end all feel relieved aficr |

the injustice. Understanding of the reasons as to why people ncted

they dud
before may be cultivated through such encounters, Furthermore there nuglyy

even be the promotion of fairness and restoration of humanity (Ibid, | % ) The
two, fairness and humility are realised because the perpetrator avails him o
herself and becomes truly sorry for her or his activities and the injured realize
the sincerity of the violator. Only then can true forgiveness be achieved and
pranted. This therefore cannot be achieved through mass forgiveness that does
not involve individuals admitting to being abusers only honest openncss sl
fepentance by an individual agent and victim provides for this.

which cnpagn

Without forgetting the issue at slake,
deeountability of all abusers. There mightb
who lost some of their valuables. It is clear that some people necd (o he
+ompensated for some of the things they lost. The person responsible for
ahses may feel obliged to offer restoration as a way of lessening weight on
their conscience. Again civil societies can become handy in providing for 1his
vnpensation. Remember the organizations are neutral and interested in
fmomoting fairness. It ig only fair to give back to people what was stolen o
theniand to restore their dignity through restitution and apology, At least thix

uiry whose responsibility would he

ofreconciliation,

it will be necessary to have
€ need for compensation for ihose

is the case with the eyl
fely As itis, it is not proper for the political leaders (o tuke a | sling role m
Be Hocess since they were either the petpetrators or those on whom violence

B8 tinleashed. In such a case how can they become neutral? Obyvio
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wonld want to be favoured in the judgement. Moreover, if the political leaders
{ske the lead feelings of mistrustare bound to be raised (Hlatywayo: 2009, 6).

in conclusion it is important to mention that failure to achieve true
reconciliation is tantamount to condoning violence. The abused might take it
upon themselves Lo seck justice, to seek for their lost dignity and property. Ina
way there might be a perpetuation of war of all against all. In the sense that
those who have committed crimes remain quiet about their activities and the
exploited will go on arampage disregarding the role a person played earlier on
(perhaps on other weak people as well). Then a vicious cycle of vielence will
be initiated. It is therefore prudent to have different groups working on issucs
of reconciliation as soon as possible to avoid feclings that are a hindrance to
progress —hatred, uncooperativeness and anger.

Works Cited

CCIP. Breaking the Silence and Building Trie Peace: A Report on the
Disturbances in Matebeleland and the Midlands 1980-1988.

Chambers S, Kymlicka W, “Introduction.” in 1 liernative Conception of Civil
Society. Princeton: Princeton UP, 2002.

Daka L. Towards 4 Human Empowerment Approach to Justice: An
Appropriation of Amartya Sen's Capability Approach, with Particular
Referenceto the Zimbabwe Land Reform. PhD Thesis, Boston College, 2006

Engle K, Stanton G. “Facing Mass Murder in Zimbabwe.” August2005 On
wwww.genocidewatch.org zi mbabwefacingmassmurder.

Hlatywayo G. K. “Healing the Nation —and the hardening of Political ki
In Thinking Beyond: Journal of Allernatives for a Democraiic Zimha
Volume 1 Issue 9.

Tewis D. “Civil Society in African Context: Reflection on the Use (ulnens
Concept.” In Development and Change. 33 (4), pages 569-586. /f: &

Longford L. Forgiveness of Man by Man. Northampton: The Hu
Press, 1989.

e Chiedza, Arrupe Cell je

Masitera
Canfronting Impunity in Zimbabwe

Murph ¥ orgf
GM% y 1. G, Hampton . Forgiveness amd Morey. (

pe: Cambridge UP,

Rawls J. 4 Theory of Justice. Oxford: Oxford | I 1

S gman A C t it 1 f
D . S £
Q@«— . 3 vil Soc OJ\& Idea USA—HQG»__. it Tt (o \_: m :\

Sinclair R. K. Dem ; icipati
Com i O 5 ocracy and Participation in Athony. Cambiidpe:
Swedes L. B. Forgiv

e and F i
e orget. San Francisco. Harperand Raw 'ublisher s,

Tekere E. A4 h@nmmsm, of Struggle. Harare: Sapes Booke, 2006,
The Universal Declaration on Human Ri ghts Document

Todd Garfield Judith. Through ¢ fe i
Z8bon Prens ZH0E T ough the Darkness: A Life in Zimbabwe. Cape Town;

Walzer M. “Equality and Civi i i
Val - vil Society.” 2y 7 '
Nociety. Princeton: Princeton UP, Nome - Allernative Conception S

Zawi E. Chvi ety
vil Society and za:-Qe.,e.miﬂ,\sm:S\ Organization in Zimbabwe:

Democracy Developers. e, d Fonicann, . Poo5
S Rl

aword for blow away chaff, This wa
he Ndebele population. About 20 0
d CCIPreportpage 201.
L WOr " 1 /i
_w_a:ﬁmm mm_p“m::o‘,\m sd.s R,:o& stamp. The activity followed the spo
- dsking owers to remove all unwanted weeds, and clear [
nm M, im). After the speech violence was ;:_mmmvmm\?: agpe
y ensured- on people who did not support him jS%m. om“_._wp
,:.H.Eo subject it happened mostly in the Em:mo:mfn w_._.ﬁ
HWMWEMVW,&@E and arc instruments of ZANU indocty
o _:wo“.”:“sgsm‘:o:uoim givena chance toairown vicws.
ton and Protection of Private Act
nong other things call for end to opp
her of local and foreign jour

s amove done by Mugabe with th
00 people are suspected to have

A9




Confronting Impurity in Zimbabwe
Musatera

7ithin nei ‘hoods, in
Laturs of violence are known and the very people who stay within neighborhoods,

might cven have beenaperson next-door or arclative.

ludcs to this tho he talks of the same 1ssue as Lalmess In-fact at is being
5 s fal W
hi J1%4 4 - A

el

nurd

aw ! i the same.

et is fairness underlined by equality to s
1971 pg12-13) . o
T i erlooking the minority group. ) o .

. ﬁufﬁm” wmwﬁmﬂ_ﬁﬂﬂw MMmm ‘men of Zimbabwe Arise, Catholic Commission for Justice and

O 4

ace, Lo e arare [Resiaen 0 n, W a ate Payers
P d H dent Chitungwiza Residenis nd R
cace, Combing Tare Res Associatio o4 i 1

Association, Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Union, Zimbabw!

ion, Nationa! Constitutional Assembly. . 3 - ,
? Wﬂnﬁwwwmwmw the CCIP probably the Gukurahundi atrocities would have not been know
it w

and perhaps persisted until the Ndebele population was wiped out by Mugabe.

Chiedza, Arrupe Cellege lasrdk-

vennpletely new or anything that anyone has never thought of or w
letore, Anything that does not fulfil this parameter will not be (
in

uther civilizations will not be considered original.

Demythologizing the Originality of
: Greek Achievements

Carlos Mairoce S.J. «

Introduction

The Greek civilization is often considered (0 be ome ol (he Jr
civilizations that have ever existed. Some scholars even sty hat pethaps
without this civilization the world would have taken o dilferent dineetion,
After more than two millennia of history, the influencve ol 1hes nig
civilization is still undeniable in the modern world. The his
civilization has put a stamp on the lifc of human beings: it his hid 0 preat
impact on many aspects of human accomplishment, from g, literutnre,
art to scicnce and sports. In fact, there arc many things that one cannot talk
about without referring to the Greek civilization; for exatmple polin
philosophy and the Olympic Games. It would require a long paper for one tu
enumerate the successes and the achievements of Greek Civilization.
However, thatis notthe aim of'this paper.

e Cireek

Most books of the ancient and classical world portray the Greek civilization as
a history of bright people, and people without shortcomings. Often times
Greeks are represented as heroes and the true founders of the new cry of
humankind. Some scholars also portray their development as independent ol
the influence of other civilizations. This article sceks to give a comprehensible
ferentiation between the achievements that are original to Greece and those
t could be considered as borrowed from other people and previous

vivilizations,

lclore going further, it is necessary to define and clarify what one means by
the word original. In this paper, the word original means somethin rwleh s
1 abont
stdered
tal. This explanation implies that everything that was botrowsd i
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